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night. Katharine Howard's appointment as maid of honour to
Arrne of Cleves took place at tlio time when the queen was de-
prived of her foreign attendants. How fr.r the king's addresses
were encouraged by the youthful Katharine is not known. She
seems to have behaved with greater propriety than either Anne
Boleyn or Jane Seymour under similar circifnistances; for no one
has accused her of treating the queen with disrespect, or presum-
ing to assume airs of state in rivalry to her. Durham had
vanished so entirely from the scene, that no one knew whether
he were living or dead. This was an auspicious circumstance for
Katharine. The old duchess of Norfolk took infinite pains
to secure the royal alliance for her fair young protege. She
bestowed costly array and jewels on her to enhance her native
attractions, and instructed her in what manner to demean herself
to the king, so as to please him. She was even guilty of the folly
of commending Katharine to the king as a person worthy of the
honour of becoming his wife, and one calculated to promote his
happiness. If Katharine had flattered herself with the idea, that
because some years had passed away since her early misconduct
had occurred it was forgotten, she must have been undeceived
when she received the following letter from one of her former
unprincipled confidantes, the person through whose assistance
she had carried on a clandestine and forbidden correspondence
with Derham.

JOAN BULMER TO KATHARINE HOWARD.

"If I could wish unto you all the honour, wealth, and good foitune you could,
desire, you would neither lack health, wealth, long life, nor yet piospenty.
Nevertheless, teeing I cannot as I would express this unto you, I would with these
my most heaity salutations let you know, that whereas it hath been shown
unto me that God of his high goodness hath put unto the knowledge of the king a
contract of matrimony that the queen hath made with another before she came into
England, and theieupon theie will be a lawful divorce had between them; and as
it is thought that the king of his goodness will put you in the same honour that
she was in, which no doubt you be worthy to have, most heai tily desiring you to
have in your lemembranee the nnfe'gned love that my heart hath always Lome
towards you, which for the same kindness found in you again hath desired always
your piesence, if it might be so, above all other cieatures, and the ohance of foitune
hath bi ought me, on the contiary, into the utmost misery of the woild and most
wretched life. Seeing no ways, then, I can expiess in writing, knowing no remedy
out of it, without you of your goodness will tind the means to get me to London,
which will be very haid to do; but if you wiite unto my husband and command
him to bimg me up, which I think he daie not disobey, for if it might be, I would
fein be with you befoie you weie m your honour; and in tlfc mean reason I beseech
you to save some room for me, what you shall think fit yourself, for the nearer I
were to you the gladder I would be of it, what pains soever I did take.